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Significance 

What is significant? 

The house at 5 Wando Grove, St Kilda East, constructed in 1918 for Thomas Armstrong and designed by 

Howard R Lawson, is significant.  

The house is single storey with an attic. Contributory features include the prominent steeply pitched 

hipped roof is clad in terracotta tiles, central hipped dormer with four windows, hipped roof bays, wide 

eaves with exposed rafters, tall brick chimneys with protruding brick detailing, face red brick walls, porch 

with square brick piers and a low brick wall, faceted bay window, timber framed windows with multi-paned 

upper sashes, and a recessed entrance with a timber board door and a multipaned window on one side. 

Alterations and additions are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The house at 5 Wando Grove, St Kilda East is of local historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Port 

Phillip. 

Why is it significant? 

The house is historically significant as representative of the intensive development that occurred during the 

early Interwar period in this part of St Kilda/St Kilda East in the context of local population expansion. 

Originally forming part of the extensive grounds of the Victorian period mansion Oakleigh Hall, the subject 

site derives from a small 1917 subdivision on the east side of Wando Grove of seven allotments, five of 
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which were soon after developed with houses designed by prolific architect/designer Howard R Lawson 

(including 342, 344 and 346 Dandenong Road and 3 Wando Grove, the latter now demolished). (Criterion 

A) 

The house is of aesthetic significance as a highly intact example of the early Interwar period in the 

Bungalow style. Typical of the style, the influence of the Arts and Crafts aesthetic is evident in the wide 

eaves with exposed rafter ends and face red brick walls. The impression of a symmetrical composition and 

the generally contained footprint is suggestive of the Craftsman subtype of bungalow, although not strictly 

conforming. The house is distinguished by its dominant steeply pitched hipped roof and low walls, whereas 

other contemporary examples more commonly had gable roofs and tall façades. Howard R Lawson 

designed many houses and flats in St Kilda but the subject house is one of only two known single storey 

examples to survive, and of these it is the most distinctive. (Criterion E) 

Thematic context 

Victoria’s framework of historical themes 

6. Building towns, cities and the garden state: 6.3 Shaping the suburbs, 6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

Port Phillip thematic environmental history 

5. Buildings and cultural landscapes: 5.2 Shaping the suburbs (5.2.2 Private development), 5.3 Diverse 

Housing (5.3.3 Suburban bungalows) 

History 

Contextual history 
The development of St Kilda began following the first land sales in 1842 and by 1854 there were over two 

hundred houses. The plans complied in 1855 by James Kearney shows that most of these were situated to 

the west of Brighton Road (later High Street and now St Kilda Road). The St Kilda East area, by 

comparison, was largely undeveloped and most buildings were located within the block bounded by 

Brighton Road, Wellington Street, Chapel Street, and Alma Road. Improvements to public transport 

including the opening of the railway station at Carlisle Street, and the establishment in the late 1880s of 

cable tram routes along High Street (St Kilda Road) and Chapel Street encouraged development during the 

land boom, however, this remained sporadic and ground to halt during the economic depression of the 

1890s. 

There was almost no increase in St Kilda’s population in the decade from 1891 to 1901. However, as 

development recovered in the early twentieth century the number of residents in St Kilda almost doubled 

between 1901 and 1921 rising from 20,500 to 38,500 as land was highly sought-after by a new generation of 

homebuilders seeking smaller detached dwellings, duplexes or flats. Whole new streets of neat brick 

cottages and villas appeared, however, in St Kilda East this largely remained a period of consolidation and 

infill on vacant land within the established residential areas, rather than expansion into the still largely 

undeveloped areas east of Hotham Street, although development did begin to creep along the length of 

Dandenong Road, following the route of the new electric tram introduced in 1911.  

House, 5 Wando Grove 

The subject site formed part of Crown Portion 176A Parish of Prahran, comprised of three and a half 

acres, which was purchased in February 1858 by W Jones. 

Until the mid-1880s, all the land within the block now bounded by Alma, Lansdowne, Dandenong, and 

Orrong roads, totalling about 25 acres, was occupied by Oakleigh Hall a mansion built around 1864 for 
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merchant Ambrose Kyte. The main entrance to the estate was from Dandenong Road, where there was a 

gatehouse.  

 

Figure 1 - Plan of the Borough of St Kilda, North Ward No. 4 (J.E.S. Vardy, 1873). Showing Oakleigh Hall and the boundaries of 

the estate (outlined), and the approximate location of the subject site (star).  

In 1885, the then owner of Oakleigh Hall, Sir Samuel Wilson, sold the property to John Moore Highett 

(Argus 26 Sept 1885 p14). The grounds were subdivided at this time, and Hughenden Road and Wando 

Grove (the latter may have followed part of the original carriage drive) were formed, although land fronting 

Wando Grove remained undeveloped (apart from the former Oakleigh Hall gatehouse) until into the 20th 

century. Oakleigh Hall, in the current-day location of Celeste Court, survived until 1964.  

Oakleigh Hall 
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Figure 2 - MMBW Detail Plan No. 1411, dated 1901. (Source: State Library of Victoria) 

From 1888, land totalling 1¾ acres on the east side of Wando Grove, at the corner of Dandenong Road, 

was owned by successive members of the à Beckett family; first barrister William Arthur Callander à 

Beckett of St Kilda, then his brother Malwyn à Beckett, and lastly his son William Gilbert à Beckett (CT). 

Subdivision created seven allotments which were sold between 1917 and 1918. Allotment 7, the subject 

site, was purchased in March 1918 by Thomas Armstrong (CT).  
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Figure 3 - Subdivision plan showing the seven allotments on the east side of Wando Grove which were sold between 1917 and 

1918. The subject site is outlined. (Source: Certificate of Title Vol.2026 Fol.045) 

Thomas Armstrong, a draper, and his wife Mary commissioned Howard Lawson to design (and likely also 

build) the subject house, which was completed in 1918. The Armstrongs were living at the house in 

November 1918 (Argus 25 Nov 1918 p1 - death notice for Clifford Allan Armstrong) 

 

Figure 4 - Plan of Drainage (no.109835) dated 1918, showing footprint of the house. (Source: South East Water) 

Howard Lawson was also responsible for four other houses in the same subdivision between 1918 and 

1919, including his own residence ‘Broxted’ at 342 Dandenong Road (previously he had lived in nearby 

Shirley Grove), as well as 344 and 346 Dandenong Road and 3 Wando Grove (now demolished).  

By the early 1920s Wando Grove was fully developed. The 1945 aerial photograph below shows that the 

front garden of the subject site was lawn with a path bordered by shrubs leading from the northwest 

corner to the house.  
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Following the death of Thomas in 1935 and Mary in 1938, ownership was transferred to three of their 

unmarried daughters who lived there for the rest of their lives (CT).  

 

Figure 5 - 1945 Aerial Photograph (Source: Landata, Proj No 5, Melb. and Metropolitan Area Project, Run 18E, Frame 58102) 

Howard Ratcliff Lawson (1886-1946) – Architect/Designer 

Beginning in 1902 when he was 17 years old, Howard Lawson studied architecture and building 

construction at the Working Men’s College (now RMIT) for three years (Goad 2012). Early on, he worked 

as a building manager for his uncle, Ernest Henry Ratcliff who was director of the Glen Iris Brick and Tile 

Company as well as a builder and investor. In 1912, Lawson garnered public attention for the efficiencies he 

achieved as the builder of the Britannia Theatre in Bourke Street, Melbourne. 

From 1916, Lawson began referring to himself as an architect, and he became increasingly active as a 

spokesperson for both building efficiency and better town planning. Advertising his services as the ‘architect 

who builds’, Lawson designed and built flats and houses in a distinctive Arts and Crafts mode. In 1922 

however Lawson was denied membership to the newly formed Architects Registration Board of Victoria 

and the opportunity to register as an architect, on the basis he was involved in construction as well as 

design (Blue 2020).  

Lawson was an early pioneer of building conversions and often incorporated recycled materials into new 

buildings. Two of his best-known works are the Beverley Hills flats at South Yarra (c. 1935–1936) and the 

Garden of the Moon at Arthur’s Seat. He designed numerous buildings in the St Kilda area.  
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Figure 6 - A 1918 advertisement. (Source: The Prahran Telegraph 2 March 1918, p4) 
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Description 

The subject site is located on the east side of Wando Grove and has an angled front boundary. The house 

is partially obscured from the street by trees in the front garden and a non-original solid timber front fence.  

The single storey Bungalow style house has a broadly symmetrical expression, although the composition is 

actually asymmetrical. The prominent steeply pitched hipped roof is clad in terracotta tiles. There is a 

central hipped dormer with four windows and at either end there are two smaller hipped roof bays. The 

wide eaves have exposed rafters. Three tall brick chimneys feature projecting brick detailing to the upper 

part.  

The walls are face red brick in stretcher bond. At the south end there is a porch (set beneath one of the 

smaller projecting hipped roofs) with square brick piers and a low brick wall. At the north end is a faceted 

bay (beneath the other small projecting hipped roof). The timber framed windows have double hung sashes 

with multi-paned upper sashes (of varying widths). Beneath the windows are brick corbels in a band of 

headers. The entrance is recessed and there is a timber board door and a multipaned window on one side.  

Later rear additions are concealed from the street.  

Comparative analysis 

5 Wando Grove is significant as a highly intact Bungalow style residence, with some Craftsman influence, of 

the early Interwar period designed by Howard R Lawson.  
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The Bungalow style is characterised by informal design reflective of the influence of the Arts and Crafts 

aesthetic, especially in their combination of 'natural materials'. Bungalow style buildings typically feature 

broad simple roofs (usually gabled early in the Interwar period), exposed rafter ends to timber lined soffits, 

gable ends with battening (giving a half-timbered effect) or timber shingles, and the walls and other 

elements are commonly expressed in brick or render (roughcast or smooth) or contrasting combinations 

of both. Typical of the style, the subject house has wide eaves with exposed rafter ends and face red brick 

walls. The hipped roof is unusual for the early Interwar period, a time when gable roofs were dominant; 

hipped forms became more common in the 1930s. 

The subject house has a broadly ‘Craftsman’ expression, a subtype of the Bungalow style derived from the 

designs spread by Gustav Stickley’s magazine, The Craftsman (1901-16) – a principal propagator of the 

American Arts and Crafts movement – as well as a contemporary interest in Australia with ‘primitive 

simplicity’. While not strictly conforming to the standard characteristics of the Craftsman type, which is 

generally defined by a rectangular form generally without projections, symmetrical façade, and a single-

ridged front-facing or transverse gable roof, the subject house nonetheless gives the impression of 

symmetry and it is largely contained within a rectangular footprint.  

Howard R. Lawson was a prominent and prolific builder and designer of houses and flats in St Kilda in the 

late 1910s and early 1920s. Lawson’s houses and flats in St Kilda are characterised by Arts & Crafts and 

Bungalow materials, form and detailing including roughcast and shingled walls and low-pitched gabled roofs 

with wide eaves. His early projects in St Kilda include blocks of flats - ‘Wimmera’ at 11 Wimmera Place, 

‘Clairvaux’ at 44 Blessington Street and 46 Blessington Street (all 1917) – and ‘Grosvenor Mansions’ the 

conversion of a terrace row of eight houses into sixteen flats at 74-88 William Street, Balaclava (1918-19). 

He designed and built at least twelve houses or flats in Dandenong Road alone by 1919 including his own 

residence ‘Broxted’ at no. 342 and nos 344, 346, 356 and 358.  

The subject house is one of only two known single storey examples of Lawson’s work to survive in the 

municipality, and of these it is the most distinctive. Other single storey examples include:  

• 14 Shirley Grove, built 1915 (Contributory within HO6 precinct). An altered Victorian era house with 

a steeply pitched gable roof. Features a hipped dormer which is similar to the subject house.  

• 1 Hennessey Avenue, built 1918 (Not in HO). Contemporary with the subject house, but a Californian 

bungalow type. Gable roof with roughcast rendered walls.  

There are a number of other individually significant late Federation or early Interwar attic bungalows 

included in the HO in St Kilda or Elwood. As was typical at the time, all of these are gable roofed and most 

have an asymmetrical composition (the key exception being 76 Blessington Street). The main gable ends of 

all of these (except for 27 Normandy Road) are oriented to the street resulting in tall walls. The subject 

house is distinguished from these examples by having a steeply pitched hipped roof that appears to envelop 

the house, resulting in a dominant roof and low walls.  

• 29 Westbury Street, St Kilda East, built 1913, designed by Leonard J. Flannagan (Citation 956, HO6 

precinct) 

• Caversham, 7 Lawson Avenue, Elwood, built 1914 (Citation 2044, HO403 precinct,) 

• Dartington, 16 Selwyn Avenue, Elwood, built 1914 (Citation 802, HO8 precinct) 

• Eumana, 76 Blessington Street, St Kilda (1914) (Citation 297, St Kilda Botanical Gardens and Environs 

Precinct) 

• 31 Redan Street, St Kilda, built 1914-15, designed by Edwin J Ruck (Citation 787, HO6 precinct) 

• 329 Barkly Street, Elwood, built 1916 (Citation 194, HO403 precinct) 

• 11 Hennessy Avenue, Elwood, built 1919, designed by Carleton & Carleton (Citation 2014, St Kilda 

Botanical Gardens and Environs Precinct). 
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• 18 Normandy Road, Elwood, built 1919, designed and constructed by Matthew Sherlock (Citation 747, 

HO8 precinct). 

• 69A Alma Road, St Kilda, built 1920, designed by Sydney Smith & Ogg (Citation 144, HO6 precinct). 

• Sur La Mer, 382 Barkly Street, Elwood, built 1921, (Citation 2182, HO8 precinct) 

Assessment 

This place has been assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia 

ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon 

criteria. 

Recommendations 

Add to the Heritage Overlay as an individual place. Specific controls are not required. 

Primary source 

RBA Architects & Conservation Consultants, HO7 Elwood St Kilda Balaclava Ripponlea Precinct Heritage 

Review Stage 2, 2021 

Other studies 

Andrew Ward & Associates, Port Phillip Heritage Review, 1998 
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Area to be included in HO  

 


