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Significance 

What is significant? 

The former Hofwyl School, later Queen’s College, designed by Crouch & Wilson in 1865 with later 

nineteenth century additions, and Carmel Court, designed by G.J. & B. Sutherland in 1941, at 188 Barkly 

Street, St Kilda are significant. 

Alterations and additions made after 1945 are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The former Hofwyl School and Carmel Court at 188 Barkly Street, St Kilda are of local historic, 

representative, and aesthetic significance to the City of Port Phillip. 

Why is it significant? 
The former Hofwyl School is of historic significance as the oldest purpose-built private school in Port 

Phillip. It is associated with the establishment of educational facilities to serve the wealthy families that 

moved to St Kilda in the 1860s and 1870s, and established its reputation as one of the most elite and 

desirable residential areas in Melbourne. (Criterion A). The significance of the former Hofwyl School is 
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enhanced by its rarity. Many private schools were established in private houses or buildings associated with 

churches and this is one of only two surviving purpose-built examples in Port Phillip. (Criterion B) 

The former Hofwyl School is significant as a substantial bluestone school in the Tudor/Gothic style and 

reflects a desire to invoke the prestige of traditional English colleges following the precedent established by 

other early private or church schools such as Melbourne Grammar. It is also notable for the early use of 

cream bricks as dressings. (Criterion D) 

The former Hofwyl School is of aesthetic significance as a bluestone building in the Picturesque Gothic style 

with characteristic details such as ornate bargeboards with finials to the side gablets, lancets/pointed heads, 

and highly modelled chimneys. (Criterion E)  

Carmel Court is of representative significance as an interwar mixed use development comprising shops at 

ground floor with flats above, a building type that became increasingly popular in St Kilda during the 

interwar period. They are notable for the high degree of integrity, which includes all the original shopfronts 

and pressed metal soffits to the street awning, The shopfronts have aesthetic significance for unusual details 

such as the angled corner window frames and the bold use of tiles, which create distinctive patterning. 

(Criteria D & E) 

The former Hofwyl School is historically significant for its associations with the historian, archivist, author 

and teacher James Bonwick. (Criterion H) 

Thematic context 

Victoria’s framework of historical themes 

6. Building towns, cities and the garden state: 6.3 Shaping the suburbs, 6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

8. Building community life: 8.2 Educating people 

Port Phillip thematic environmental history 

5. Buildings and cultural landscapes: 5.1 Early dwellings, 5.3 Diverse housing 

8. Community life: 8.2 Educating 

History 

Thematic context 
The development of schools in the City of Port Phillip following European arrival was closely interwoven 

with the development of churches. In the early years of European settlement, children were educated 

either through private tuition in the form of governesses hired by families that could afford it, or at schools 

established by private individuals or religious institutions. 

By 1842, the first regulations for schools were issued by the Colonial Secretary’s Office in Sydney, stating 

that schools could receive government aid in the form of one penny per child, per day. The number of 

schools increased in the Port Phillip District under this scheme, and by 1848 two separate school boards 

were established to assist with the inspection of schools: a General Education Board in charge of national 

schools, and a Denominational School Board to oversee the church schools.696  

The increased population in the City of Port Phillip following the discovery of gold led to an increase in the 

number of schools. Christ Church St Kilda in Acland Street had just started running a school when gold 

was first discovered in Victoria, and it was suddenly without a teacher. A notice appeared on the door: 

‘This school is closed in consequence of the master having gone to the diggings’. 

Church schools proliferated in early South Melbourne. By 1859, there was a Wesleyan, Presbyterian and 

United Presbyterian school on Emerald Hill, as well as a national school. Members of the Sandridge 
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Wesleyan community were the first religious organisation in Port Melbourne to raise the funds necessary 

to build a school, with support from the government. It was erected on the corner of Graham and Nott 

Street in 1854. An advertisement for the new ‘commodious school-room’ stated that students would be 

instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English grammar, history and singing. 

St Kilda’s desirability as a residential area meant that it developed a particularly large number of private 

schools. By 1857 private schools in operation in St Kilda included three in Barkly Street, one in Robe Street 

and another in High Street. Noted teacher and writer James Bonwick established the Hofwyl School, a non-

denominational boys’ school later renamed Queen’s College, in a large bluestone building on Barkly Street 

in 1866. 

By 1891 St Kilda and Hawthorn contained nearly thirty private schools between them, the highest 

proportion per head of population in Melbourne (Peel 1999:47). Most, however, were relatively short-lived 

and some were closed during the economic depression of the 1890s when enrolments in private schools 

fell dramatically. Further closures followed the introduction of the Education Act in 1910, which saw the 

opening of new State secondary schools and imposed new costly regulations upon private schools, leading 

to the number of independent schools falling from 945 in 1898 to almost half that number in 1912 (Peel 

1999:60). 

Place history 
James Bonwick (who had been Denominational Schools Board Inspector for Victoria from 1856-59) opened 

his Boys’ School at St Kilda in 1863. Known as Carlton House, it was situated at the corner of Acland and 

Robe streets (The Argus, 26 November 1919, p.8). The school had an enrolment of over 150 boys and was 

very prosperous, which resulted in the need for larger premises. Mr Bonwick acquired a two-acre site on 

the east side of Barkly Street, where he erected a six-room brick residence in 1865 (RB). 

In December 1865 Mr. Bonwick announced that he was leaving Carlton House and was opening the 

‘Hofwyl School with a limited number of boarders and day pupils at his newly erected premises in Barkly-

street south, St Kilda’ on Wednesday 17 January 1866. (The Argus, 22 December 1865, p.3) 

The school was named after the teaching system, which was ‘founded on that of Pestalozzi’, as developed at 

Hofwyl in Switzerland ‘regarding the moral training and practical application of youth’. Bonwick had 

previously established a school of the same name in Hobart (Gippsland Guardian, 11 June 1868, p.4). 

In August 1865, architects Crouch & Wilson invited tenders for a ‘residence’ in Barkly Street, St Kilda for 

James Bonwick. A perspective view prepared by Crouch & Wilson in November 1865 (See image on the 

first page of this citation) confirms this was the new bluestone schoolroom, which was recorded in the rate 

book for the following year, as a 10-room stone building (NLA, RB). 

 
Figure 1: Perspective view prepared by Crouch & Wilson (Source: National Library of Australia) 
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By 1870 the school was being managed by James’ son, William P. Bonwick. In July 1871 William and his wife 

opened a Hofwyl School in Hawthorn and by August of that year offered the lease of the premises at St 

Kilda (South Bourke Standard, 7 July 1871, p.3; The Argus, 19 August 1871, p.3). The school re-opened in 

January 1872 under new principal Alexander Gillespie (The Argus, 30 December 1871, p.7). 

 
Figure 2: Extract of Vardy plan showing the school (red arrow) and residence (green arrow) 

In late 1878 Mr. R.S. Bradley came to Melbourne from Stawell, having sold the Grammar School he had 

established there. He leased Hofwyl House, before purchasing it and changing the name to Queen’s 

College. When Bradley took over the school there were 40 students on the roll, and by 1898 (when 

Bradley was still principal) this had increased to 120 and additions had been made to the building, which by 

then numbered 16 rooms (The Age, 16 December 1898, p.9; RB). Bradley retired in 1905. 

 
Figure 3: Extract of MMBW Detail Plan 1374, showing the school in 1897. Note the additional ‘School Room’ and another 

building to the right of the original building 
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Queen’s College remained open until 1922, when it was relocated to the Day School at Christ Church, St 

Kilda, and in 1923 the old school building was converted to the Queen’s Court flats (BP; The Prahran 

Telegraph, 13 October 1922, p.6 ‘Bonwick’s School’). The original building was retained, rendered balconies 

with arched openings replaced the front timber verandah and bluestone porch, and the side and rear walls 

were rendered (Figure 4). Seven tenants were listed in the 1925 directory (SM). 

 

Figure 4: Queen’s Court flats c.1930 (Source: Port Phillip City Collection) 

In 1941, a three-storey building containing five shops on the ground level with flats above was constructed 

in front of the Queen’s Court flats for Messrs. Baron and Brilliant. G.J. & B. Sutherland of 396 Collins Street 

were the architects. This resulted in the loss of the balconies added in 1922, which were replaced with a 

brick stairwell connecting the former Hofwyl School with the new building. 

In 1998 the complex was renovated and upgraded. Conservation works carried out to the former Hofwyl 

School included the removal of render to reveal the original bluestone and brick walls, re-slating of the roof 

and repairs/restoration of some windows. Alterations and additions were made at the rear, and steel 

balconies constructed along the rear (east) elevation of the 1941 building overlooking the former Hofwyl 

School. 

James Bonwick 
James Bonwick (1817-1906) is remembered as one of the ‘literary pioneers’ of Australia. After emigrating 

with his wife to Tasmania from England in 1841 he accepted a post on the teaching staff of the Normal 

School in Hobart. He began to write textbooks for Australian students and his first book ‘Geography for 

the use of Australian youth’ was published in Hobart in 1845. His books numbered more than 60 and dealt 

with a variety of subjects: ‘Port Phillip settlement’, published in 1883, was recognized as a valuable 

contribution to the history of Victoria (The Age, 30 March 1840, p.9). 

Crouch & Wilson 

Crouch & Wilson, established in 1857 by the partnership of Tasmanian-born Thomas J. Crouch and Ralph 

Wilson (who had recently emigrated from London) was a prominent and distinguished architectural firm in 

Melbourne during the nineteenth century. The firm designed numerous residential, commercial and 

community buildings, including many Presbyterian and Wesleyan churches, several of which are now 

included on the Victorian Heritage Register. Some of their notable commissions include the St Kilda 

Wesleyan Methodist Church (1857-58, H818), Longerenong Homestead (1862, H290), the Victorian Deaf 

& Dumb Institution (1866-71, H2122), Prahran Town Hall (1860-78, H203), Welsh Church & Hall (1871, 

H536), and Malvern Town Hall (1886-1890, H2288) (VHD). 
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The firm also designed several buildings for Melbourne’s Jewish community including three residences in St 

Kilda: Toldara, 40 Alma Road (1868-69, Citation 2385), Rondebosch, 25-27 Chapel Street (1868, H754), 

and Wilgah at 6 Burnett Street (1864, H760, H761), as well as Ensor in East Melbourne for Joseph Levy 

(1875, H860), Ardee in East Melbourne for Lawrence Benjamin (1881, H859), the first St Kilda Hebrew 

Congregation Synagogue (1872, demolished) and the East Melbourne Synagogue (1877, H495) (VHD). 

T.J. Crouch lived in St Kilda and was a member of the local Wesleyan Methodist Church. Crouch & Wilson 

had a business association with the St Kilda builder and developer, Thomas Newton. Newton constructed 

the house at 12 Waterloo Crescent, St Kilda (HO275) where Crouch lived for several years from 1866 

until the early 1870s. 

Gordon J. & Bruce Sutherland 
Gordon J. Sutherland was elected associate of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects in 1917 and the 

following year won a competition for the design of a new Architectural Atelier building at Melbourne 

University, which he carried out in conjunction with University architects, Bates, Peebles & Smart. He acted 

as an assistant lecturer in architecture at Melbourne University in 1934 and in 1938, he was appointed by 

the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects to the Board of Architectural Education committee of examiners. 

Sutherland also contributed several articles to popular home and building journals and his designs were 

published in Real Property Annual, The Argus and Australian Home Building. He became a Fellow of the RVIA in 

1935 and from about 1937, Gordon worked in partnership with his younger brother Bruce Sutherland 

(AAI, Heritage Victoria). 

His architectural work predominantly consisted of residential buildings in a range of styles, including Arts & 

Crafts, Mediterranean and Spanish Revival, and, by the mid to late 1930s, Moderne. In Port Phillip 

Sutherland designed several houses and flats in the 1920s and 1930s. His residential work of the early 1920s 

such as Clovelly flats, 51 Robe Street (1923) shows the influence of the Arts & Crafts style, which is also 

evident at Inverleith Court, 14A Acland Street (1926); however, the latter building also shows a transition 

toward the Mediterranean and Spanish Mission styles that he would favour through the late 1920s and early 

1930s. This can be seen at Inverleith Mansions, 11 Eildon Road, St Kilda designed two years after Inverleith 

Court, which includes a distinctive cross-braced ‘X’ motif in the parapet that featured in several of his 

buildings of this period. In Port Phillip it was first used at Neville Court, 15 Hennessy Avenue, Elwood 

(1927) and it appeared in other Sutherland buildings across Victoria including the Argo Hotel, South Yarra 

(1927) and the Kaniva Shire Hall (1929). His work of the later 1930s, in partnership with his brother Bruce, 

was predominantly in the Moderne style, one example being Carmel Court, the flats and shops at 188 

Barkly Street, St Kilda (1941). 

The Sandringham Masonic Hall, designed at the height of Gordon’s career in 1931, is a rare example of the 

Egyptian Revival style and is included on the Victorian Heritage Register. 
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Victoria. Surveyor-General (1855) Melbourne and its suburbs [cartographic material] compiled by James 

Kearney, draughtsman; engraved by David Tulloch and James R. Brown (referred to as the ‘Kearney Plan’) 

Description 

Figure 5 shows the approximate stages of building based on a comparison of the Vardy and MMBW plans 

with more recent building plans and aerial photographs. The key stages are: 

• The 1865 bluestone and brick former Hofwyl School designed by Crouch & Wilson (Green) 

• Late nineteenth century additions (Yellow) 

• The 1941 shops and flats (Carmel Court) (Orange) 

The other buildings in Figure 4 are late twentieth century and are of no significance. 

 

Figure 5: Stages of building 

The former Hofwyl School is a two-storey building in the Picturesque Gothic style, which is constructed of 

random coursed bluestone with cream brick dressings, with a slate roof. As originally constructed, it was 

symmetrical in plan with gabled bays on either side of the central entry. At the front, the roofs now have a 

jerkinhead profile and there are twin gablets to the side elevations. The gables are decorated with ornate 

bargeboards with finials to the side gablets. The windows are lancets/pointed heads to the first floor and 

have square heads to the ground floor with both styles grouped in a tripartite arrangement to the front 

bays. The chimneys are of brick and bluestone and taper to a fully cream brick shaft with shaped, rendered 

tops. The entry door to the building in the east elevation has a pointed head, with another pointed head 

door within the entry. Both have leadlight glass, which may date to the 1920s renovation. 

Behind the bluestone section is a narrower wing with rendered walls and a separate hipped roof (partially 

in slate), which may form part of the 1865 building, but is now much altered. Behind this are two more 

sections with separate hipped roofs, which appear to date from the late nineteenth century, but are also 

much altered. Behind this there are late twentieth century additions, and a freestanding late twentieth 

century building at the rear of the property.  

Carmel Court is a three-storey building comprised of five ground floor shops with flats above in the 

interwar Streamlined Moderne style. The symmetrical façade is constructed of cream brick and has a solid 

parapet with a low square pediment that is capped with a row of dog-tooth brickwork. At the centre are 

protruding bricks, which once supported a flagpole, and at either end are what appear to be original 

rainheads and downpipes, emphasizing the symmetry. The timber framed windows are contained within a 

slightly projecting bay between a rendered hood, a broad rendered band with expressed horizontal lines 

across the middle and another rendered band below. The strong horizontality of this feature is further 
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emphasized by the incised ‘speed lights’ set into the brick between and beside the windows, which have 

horizontal glazing bars. Of note are the original shopfronts. Unusually, given the symmetry of the building, 

the entry to the flats is placed slightly off centre resulting in two shops to the north of the entry and three 

to the south. The entry has metal gates with ‘Carmel Court’. The shops all retain metal framed shopfronts 

with angled outside corners, and ingos with angled reveals and tiled floors. The highlight windows above 

have reeded glass. The shopfronts are surrounded by ceramic tiles in orange, light blue and black. The 

orange tiles create an octagonal border around the shopfronts, and a solid band between them, and are 

surrounded by light blue tiles with black tiles at the base. 

The original brick residence constructed by Bonwick remains on the property to the south (190 Barkly 

Street). It is constructed in rendered brickwork on a stone plinth and other details include paired eaves 

brackets. However, the façade of the building has been obliterated by the shops constructed during the 

interwar period. 

Comparative analysis 

The former Hofwyl School is significant for its rarity. Substantial, purpose-built, private school buildings 

built in the first decades of European settlement in Victoria are very rare and this is the earliest surviving 

example in Port Phillip (Previous heritage assessments have suggested this could be the only private school 

building of the period extant in Victoria). The only other purpose-built private school in Port Phillip is the 

former Priory Ladies’ School at 61 Alma Road, St Kilda East, which was designed by EG Kilburn in 1890 

(Citation 289). The construction of the school in bluestone in the Tudor/Gothic style reflects a desire by 

the founder to invoke the prestige of traditional English colleges following the precedent established by 

leading schools such as Melbourne Grammar. 

The former Hofwyl School is a rare example of a bluestone building south of the Yarra. Such buildings, 

except for churches, are uncommon on account of the transport problems involved in getting the stone 

(which was sourced from places to the north and west of Melbourne) to the site. This is also a very early 

use of cream brick. Brickmaker John Glew, of Brunswick, developed production of cream bricks from the 

early 1860s, which were first used as dressings for bluestone buildings, and then in polychromatic 

brickwork. 

Carmel Court is a representative example of an interwar mixed-use development comprising shops with 

flats above. This type of development became increasingly popular in St Kilda during the interwar period 

and Carmel Court is notable as a substantial and highly intact example, which retains all the original 

shopfronts. In many other comparable examples such as Boncap, 49 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda (Citation 1477) 

and Edmaro, 31 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda (Citation 1474), the shopfronts have been modified or replaced. 

Assessment 

This place has been assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia 

ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon 

criteria. 

Recommendations 

2021: Retain as a Significant place within the Village Belle Commercial precinct. 

1998: Include in the schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the Port Phillip Planning Scheme. 
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Primary source 

City of Port Phillip, HO7 Elwood St Kilda Balaclava Ripponlea Precinct heritage review Stage 2: Review of existing 

heritage citations (Part 2), 2022 

Other studies 

Andrew Ward & Associates, City of Port Phillip Heritage Review, 1998 

David Bick, St Kilda Conservation Study Area 2, 1985 

Robert Peck von Hartel Trethowan, St Kilda 20th century architectural study, Volume 3, 1992 

Other images 

    

   
Carmel Court – top left, street elevation; top right, entry to flats with wrought iron sign; bottom left: original pressed metal soffit; 

bottom right: original metal-framed shopfronts with ingos and tiled surrounds. 


