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Introduction
Emerald Hill is the cultural, civic and physical heart of South Melbourne.  
From its pre-European settlement, local indigenous people inhabited and 
used the area for many thousands of years and today, it provides a near 
intact Victorian setting and streetscape.

Over recent years, the transfer of administrative functions from the former 
South Melbourne Town Hall and adjacent properties to St Kilda and the 
long gestation of plans to revamp the library has left key buildings under 
utilised with the eff ect of constraining activity in the precinct. 

The Emerald Hill Vision is a road map to reinvigorating this key heritage 
and cultural precinct by pulling together previous Council planning 
and once again making Town Hall the centre of a vibrant community 
life through targeted improvements in and around its buildings and by 
reimagining their uses through exciting programming.

Precinct Description
The precinct for the Emerald Hill vision contains a number of civic 
and institutional buildings from the late 19th Century period of the 
municipality, the most important of which is the imposing Town Hall 
building.

Physically the area is bounded by Park, Clarendon, Cecil and Dorcas 
Streets.

The Context 
Council is respectful of the current and historical importance of the 
Emerald Hill precinct for the people of the Port Phillip Municipality. 
Recognising the civic and governance, indigenous and social heritage 
it seeks to identify and sponsor connections between existing services, 
businesses and the community to reactivate this vital civic heart of South 
Melbourne. 

Recently parts of the Council owned property at 222 Banks Street have 
been let to energetic arts organisations which complement the operations 
of existing organisations in the area such as the Australian Tapestry 
Workshop, the Australian National Academy of Music and The Butterfl y 
Club.  These initiatives are already helping to draw patrons to the area 
and increase use of the public realm around the Town Hall bringing much 
needed vitality.

These recent changes and the desire for increased patronage have 
highlighted the need for improvements to various services, infrastructure 
and public spaces to ensure safe and equitable access to Council provided 
services and public amenities for the whole community.   
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The Vision
Council’s vision is to create a vibrant arts and community hub to reinvigorate the precinct 
around South Melbourne Town Hall and to re-establish it as the cultural and civic heart of 
South Melbourne.

The vision for Emerald Hill re-affi  rms the principles developed with extensive community 
consultation in the South Melbourne Central Structure Plan, South Melbourne Shopping 
Precinct Streetscape Masterplan in 2007 and reinforced by recent targeted stakeholder 
consultation in November 2010.  

That is to:
• Develop the role of Emerald Hill precinct as a community hub and as a place for service 

delivery to the local community and beyond.
• Foster the role of the Emerald Hill precinct as a cultural and creative focus for South 

Melbourne.
• Create a vibrant, engaging environment which supports the local community, cultural and 

civic activities of Emerald Hill.

The vision reinforces these through the following deliverables:
• Creating a vibrant and accessible South Melbourne Town Hall
• A dynamic and engaging Town Hall forecourt
• Refurbishing and expanding the Emerald Hill Library & Heritage Centre
• 222 Banks St forming the core of a new arts focus and activity
• Public realm improvements 
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What does the Vision look like?
A vibrant and accessible South Melbourne Town Hall

The South Melbourne Town Hall will become the focus for bringing the precinct to life 
through better access to the building and a program of concerts, markets, temporary 
installations and arts/community based events.

Council is committed to drawing on the enormous capital of the precinct’s heritage and to 
make Town Hall more open and welcoming to the community. From 2011, Council meetings 
will once again be held in the Council Chambers fulfi lling the Town Hall’s traditional role. And 
by working in partnership with the Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM), CoPP will 
optimise community access to the Auditorium through a program that builds on the success 
of events such as the recent Cabaret Festival.

CoPP is investigating options for the re-use of space on the Fishley Street side of the Town 
Hall building that may include improving the visibility of the entrance to the CoPP ASSIST 
centre and meeting rooms and the reuse of the First Floor. 

A dynamic and engaging Town Hall forecourt

The area in front of Town Hall that extends as far as the Jubilee Fountain represents a space 
that is currently underutilised. By reimagining this as a forecourt to the Town Hall that can be 
programmed to hold temporary events, activity will be generated in the core of the precinct 
and enliven Town Hall. 

These might include markets which could draw on the craft and design industries in the 
larger South Melbourne area or temporal events such as the installation of artworks or 
temporary pavilions that again foster the local design, fi lm & TV or advertising community. 
Other events could include performances by ANAM students, the Cabaret Festival, The 
Butterfl y Club or other organisations in the precinct, open air cinema and cultural festivals.

Refurbishing and expanding the Emerald Hill Library & Heritage Centre

The library is a key community use and central to CoPP’s ongoing service in the precinct. An 
expanded library that incorporates the previously planned heritage centre revitalises another 
important heritage building opposite Town Hall, the old Post Offi  ce and importantly allows 
CoPP to provide a more responsive and innovative service. While a Town Hall location is 
another long term possibility for the library, the Post Offi  ce building would continue to off er 
opportunities for the library over the medium term.
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222 Banks St forming the core 
of a new arts focus and activity

Council’s former building adjacent to the Town Hall is central to 
establishing a new arts focus for the precinct. Recently tenanted to 
Arts Access Victoria, the peak Victorian arts body providing access, 
participation, engagement and professional development in the arts 
for people with a disability, the building will also house the incubator, 
Auspicious Arts as well as providing opportunities for other small 
arts groups to establish themselves in Port Phillip and draw upon 
the professional expertise of Arts Access. This is already attracting 
considerable State support and is an exciting opportunity for the future 
of Emerald Hill that ties it to the broader arts precinct at Sturt Street, 
Southbank. They will also assist in the programming of the forecourt and 
other arts activities in the precinct.

Public realm improvements 

The distinctive and highly regarded heritage character of the precinct 
largely determines the built form; however CoPP does control a signifi cant 
amount of road reserve, footpath and open space that could perform an 
important supporting role in the activation of the precinct. In particular, 
the forecourt of Town Hall will be improved in stages, fi rstly with the 
provision of 3 phase power to allow markets and the like to happen, 
installing provisions to allow the driveway space to be used for these 
events and the installation of better public furniture.  If successful, future 
works will progressively upgrade this space.

Also CoPP has begun replacing the orange sodium lights around Town 
Hall to improve the night time appearance and safety in the precinct. 
Additional plans to light up the Town Hall will help create a visual focus to 
South Melbourne at night. 

Additional road reserve and carparks adjacent to the side entries could 
be similarly rethought to provide better amenity and provide a more 
recognisable address to these entrances.

Lastly, Marshall and Daly Street behind the Town Hall off er opportunities 
for CoPP to investigate road closures to create new public space that could 
be for temporary events for to create innovative play and landscapes to fi ll 
a perceived need in the local community.

The future at Emerald Hill

The Emerald Hill Vision will re-energise a precinct that is ripe with 
potential. By forming partnerships with arts organisations and local 
businesses CoPP has a unique opportunity to create an arts hub that 
will benefi t all of South Melbourne. CoPP aims to provide broad access 
to this burgeoning community heart through a range of avenues and 
technologies promoting inclusiveness in line with Council objectives.  At 
the same time it will help bring life to the Town Hall by re-establishing 
community ties and improving access to the building. This will put it back 
at the centre of community and civic life in South Melbourne.

City of Port Phillip  Emerald Hill Vision
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Concept 
Masterplan: 

Programmatic 
activation

Existing active programme

Possible performance space 
(Art installations, connection to 
auditorium, new entry to TH)

Activation of street frontage 
(reveal functions of Arts Access 
& Auspicious Arts Incubator)

Possible Marshall St closure 
(Public/pedestrian use; 
spontaneous events)

Town Hall Auditorium 
(Optimise community access, 
cabaret festival, school events, 
functions)

Town Hall north forecourt 
(solar access, more seating, 
reduced carparking, 
spontaneous events)

New building programme 
(restaurant, weddings, functions, 
street activation)

Town Hall south forecourt 
(organised events, improved 
seating, shade & lighting)

Potential to activate rear 
of library (connection to 
“pocket park”)

Reinstatement of “pocket 
park” quality 

SOUTH 
MELBOURNE
TOWN HALL
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Deliverables Actions/Opportunities In progress

A vibrant and 
accessible South 
Melbourne Town Hall

Prepare a draft strategy for consultation

Community space increased in precinct

Engage ANAM

Building lighting
Hold Council led events in auditorium in 2011

Level 1 is let following EOI

A dynamic and 
engaging town hall 
forecourt

Promote the precinct
Infrastructure improvements to the forecourt
Explore development of a program of events 
to activate the forecourt from July 2011

A refurbished and 
expanded South 
Melbourne Library 
& Heritage Centre

Council decides location and scope of library

Consider options for co-located activities
Commission a design for a refurbished 
Library & Heritage Centre

Use of 222 Bank 
Street that forms the 
core of a new arts 
focus for the precinct

Council determines type of lease and length

Council undertakes process to lease 222 
Bank Street to refl ect the Emerald Hill Vision

Targeted 
improvements 
activating the 
public realm

Review traffi  c arrangements to maximise 
public activity
Improve pedestrian lighting
Improve landscaping to library courtyard
Evaluate closure of Marshall Street
Investigate further amenity improvements 
through other road closures
Internet WiFi

Street furniture
Signage
Tree Planting
3 Phase Power
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本资料由 Port Phillip 市政厅提供，向居民提供
市政服务和责任方面的信息。和市政厅的翻译
联系，索取翻译资料。中文请拨 9679 9810。

Αυτές οι πληροφορίες παρέχονται από το Δήμο Port 
Phillip για την ενημέρωση των κατοίκων σχετικά 
με τις δημοτικές υπηρεσίες και υποχρεώσεις. Για 
μετάφραση αυτών των πληροφοριών επικοινωνήστε 
με την υπηρεσία διερμηνέων του δήμου. Κλήσεις στα 
ελληνικά 9679 9811. 

Эта информация об услугах и обязанностях 
муниципалитета Port Phillip представлена для 
жителей муниципалитета. Чтобы получить перевод 
этой информации, звоните в муниципальную 
службу переводчиков. На русском языке – звоните 
по тел. 9679 9813.

Niniejsza informacja pochodzi z Urzędu Gminy Port Phillip w 
celu powiadomienia mieszkańców o usługach i obowiązkach 
naszego Urzędu. Egzemplarz tej informacji w języku polskim 
otrzymać można kontaktując się ze służbą tłumaczeń 
Urzędu. Polski telefon 9679 9812.

Contact us for a translation

This information is provided by the City of Port 
Phillip to inform residents about Council services and 
responsibilities. For a translation of this information 
contact the Council’s interpreter service.

Chinese: 9679 9810

Greek: 9679 9811

Polish: 9679 9812

Russian: 9679 9813

Other languages: 9679 9814
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This is printed on Australian made, 100% recycled paper using vegetable based inks.

Postal Address:
City of Port Phillip
Private Bag 3, St Kilda, Vic 3182

ASSIST Call Centre: 9209 6777

Facsimile: 9536 2722

Website: www.portphillip.vic.gov.au

Email: assist@portphillip.vic.gov.au

TTy (hearing impaired telephone typewriter): 9209 6713
See the National Relay Service for more information

SMS for the hearing impaired: 0432 005 405
 

Please contact ASSIST on 9209 6777 if you 
require a large print version of this brochure

For a translation of this information contact the Council’s 
interpreter service

中文请拨 9679 9810
Κλήσεις στα ελληνικά 9679 9811
Polski telefon  9679 9812
На русском языке – звоните по тел 9679 9813
For all other languages call 9679 9814


