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Emerald Hill Precinct
Concept Masterplan

The Emerald Hill Precinct masterplan seeks to
establish a range of multi-functional spaces
within and around the South Melbourne Town
Hall. Taking advantage of existing community,
civic and arts functions within the area, the
masterplan proposes a series of urban design
improvements to draw pedestrians, provide
local residents with adaptable public spaces and
allow for a complementary activity to occur
such as events, market stalls, exhibitions and
others.

The overall masterplan concept is to reinstate a
pedestrian focussed threshold around the Town
Hall. Overtime, inactive building edges will be
transformed to support street life and provide
an engaging experience to the public realm.

The proposed urban design improvement
projects will need to be staged (subject to
existing Council commitments, funding, further
consultation processes etc). However, there are
a few key priority moves that could significantly
transform the precinct in the shorter term
including the upgrading of the Town Hall
forecourt.




MARSHALL ST
= new flexible use between existing carparking
& closure for new events space
» solar access & existing shade
= protection from prevailing winds
» organised evenis eg. markets & peformances
» axial connection to Town Hall through new
paving material

NORTH SERVICE YARD (Town Hall)

= programmalic / street activation of Daly St
» enliven existing, forgotten, dynamic space
= new destination point - parmanent cafe off yard
» north orientation & solar access
« protection from prevailing winds
» art installations & peformances
= new material connection to Town Hall
‘walking loop', drawing visitors into Town Hall

GALLERY & AUDITORIUM FOYER (Town Hall)
. = enhanced connection & access into
Town Hall from Daly St & service yard

* new destination point - MMM
« dual use - new auditorium foyer for large

BALLANTYNE ROOM (Town Hall
. » programmaliic / street activation of Daly & Layfield St
» new building programme to create destination point
mpmmwmmmmam
= improve entry points & accessibility (DDA)
» enhance existing built form (modify loading dock)
« fit-out by new operator

SIDE ENTRIES (Town Hall)
» enhance existing eniry points & eniry experience
» improved way-finding & Town Hall comer activation
= improved shade { sun protection & accessibility (DDA)

FORECOURT EVENTS (Town Hall)
. » organised markets & events
= new material pattems to enhance forecourt
experience & define framework for events;
define service vehicle zone & slow-down

points during events

FORECOURT GARDENS (Town Hall
. » new native gardens lo contain indigenous frees
& softlandscaping

= improved seating, lighting & shade
» new waler-sensitive design & stormwater capture

SITE RESPONSE & CURATORIAL RATIONALE
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Emerald Hill - Urban Placemaking

222 BANK ST (Arts Access)

» facade activation

» enhanced building & street comer
» enhanced views from Town Hall forecourt
= new "green screen’ wall

LIBRARY COURTYARD
. » organised & spontaneous events

+ improved sealng & ghtng
= connection to Town Hall forecourt
through new paving material

LIBRARY PRECINCT
» programme to be confirmed

POCKET PARKS - FUTURE CONSIDERATION

» re-instatement of ‘pocket park’ quality to
eastem carpark

= improve parks for public use & events

= existing protection from prevailing winds

* gxisting shade

§ = continuous walking loop [ promenade
§ *define Town Hall circuit through new
= wadl  PAving material, connecting 'moments'
& experiences around the Town Hall
= storey telling & walking tours
» widen footpaths lo provide generous
circulation and enhance public use
« improved lighting & generous seating
= reduced, modified carparking

== = = .« pedestrian & bicycle thoroughfare only
(removable bollards)
» access o service vehicles during events

»

% 7 == == ENHANCED WALKING LOOP (Town Ha)
:
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= axial connection to town hall through
new paving material
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TOWN HALL ‘WALKING LOOP’

Emerald Hill - Urban Placemaking

=

. New trees to town hall forecourt

e "‘v Landscape theme:

.2.--. Configuration of new seating, lighting
wmnmmphnaq
‘meandering’ quality of existing irees.

Continuous 'walking loop' expressed
through new paving & landscape
elements.

- New paving:
I Bluesione & concrete pavers defined
through striped paving bands

Example of market stall configuration
for events (town hall forecourt &
Marshall St)

TOWN HALL PRECINCT PLAN

ROT TO SCALE @

jacksonclementsburrows
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STAGED WORKS PLAN
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Emerald Hill - Urban Placemaking

KEY

PRIORITY 1 - SHORT TERM

1. Forecourt - New paving & landscape works
2. Forecourt - New native trees

3. Forecourt - Temporary granitic sand to future

4. North service yard modifications

PRIORITY 2 - MEDIUM TERM

5. Forecourt - Completion of new native garden
triangles including paving, soft landscaping,
lighting, seats, mist garden, & rainwater capture

6. New Cafe - Alterations o existing interior

7. Side entry modifications & pavement

8. 222 Bank St - New building facade

9. Marshall St - New landscape works

10. Library forecourt - New paving & landscape works

PRIORITY 3 - LONG TERM

11. New paving & landscape works.

12. Ballantyne Room - Programme to be confirmed

13. New gallery & auditorium foyer -
Alterations to exisfing interior

14. New paving axis

15. Library precinct - Programme to be confirmed
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