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Short term actions In Progress
1. Indigenous heritage is to be celebrated through art projects 

and interpretive signage 
2. The process for hiring the South Melbourne Theatrette will be 

clarifi ed to allow for easier community bookings 
3. Provide alternate bin storage in a discrete fenced area within 

the North Courtyard
4. Introduce landscaping such as pot plants to change perception 

from a utilitarian space to one that is playful and enjoyable
5. Develop and install improved signage and way fi nding in this 

precinct
6. Partner w  ith community and local organisations to increase 

the use of the forecourt for events, market stalls, exhibitions 
to occur alongside current uses


7. Provide and clearly delineated occasional vehicle access to the 

forecourt, instal bollards
8. Document current use of the forecourt to better plan for gaps 

in use 
9. Create a large accessible area for events  (Forecourt)

10. Install a poster bollard to promote the events in the precinct 
(Forecourt)

11. Design a formal public space to complement the South 
Melbourne Town Hall (Forecourt)

12. Increase the amount of shade and landscaping (Forecourt)

13. Design grassed areas for casual use to allow people top 
lounge in the sun (refer to grassed slopes of the State Library 
forecourt as an exemplar) (Forecourt)

14. InvestigateWater Sensitive Urban Design, such as bio retention 
tree pits (Forecourt)

15. Plant deciduous trees to celebrate the seasons and to allow 
for full views of the  town hall building in winter and to 
provide summer shade (Forecourt)

16. Plant understorey plans which are seasonal, fragrant, and 
colourful (Forecourt)

17. Install seats that are contextual to the heritage of the precinct 
and inviting to use (Forecourt)

Deliverables/Actions
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18. Optimise loading available in the town hall building

19. Provide way fi nding signs to indicate the public transport 
available in the area as well as the bicycle routes running in 
Cecil, Park and Moray streets

20. Organise temporary road closures to enable temporary 
event use. partner with community and local organisations to 
increase the use of Marshall Street for occasional events

21. Investigate provision of universal access to all levels of the 222 
Bank Street building

22. Commission the design of the library forecourt


23. Create formal and informal place sto sit outside

24. Include trees to provide summer shade

25. Plant understorey plants which are seasonal, fragrant and 
colourful

26. Develop and adopt a curatorial rationale to guide the 
commissioning process for art in the precinct:

27. Establish a shortlist of qualifi ed public artists

28. Commission and implement a design to light up the Bank 
Street facade of the South Melbourne Town Hall



City of Port Phillip  Emerald Hill master plan52

Medium term actions In Progress
29. Provide alternate toilet facilities in the North Courtyard

30. Improve accessibility to ground fl oor facilities in the North 
Courtyard

31. Lease café space in the North Courtyard

32. Investigate the feasibility for the Ballantyne Room to be used 
as a function centre or restaurant

33. Introduce additional outdoor seating to encourage street 
activity that complements the uses of the Ballantyne Room

34. Design a more visible western entrance for Fishley Street

35. Re-organise car parking in Layfi eld , Daly and Fishley streets to 
provide better amenity

36. Widen the footpath around the Town Hall building to improve 
its setting and the general levels of accessibility in the precinct

37. Install two accessible parking spaces at end bays in Fishley 
Street

38. Require Green Travel Plans for existing and future tenants of 
Town Hall as part of lease agreements

39. Control event parking demand through event conditions

40. Investigate the potential for car share use by tenants and 
residents

41. Maintain the use and capacity for car parking in Marshall Street

42. Maintain key axial views from Dorcas Street to the rear of the 
Town Hall

43. Instal bollards to create the ability to close the area to cars to 
be used as a event space (Marshall Street)

44. Install a lift to access all fl oors of 222 Bank Street

45. Explore options to expand open space opportunities in the 
precinct

46. Commission forecourt artwork

47. Implement a design to light up the Daly street facade of the 
South Melbourne Town Hall

48. Install new pole mounted light fi ttings on existing power poles 
at the rear and sides of the building, with Citipower approval

Long term actions In Progress



53

49. Investigate the feasibility of re-using the former fi re station 
residence

50. Investigate the feasibility of gallery space to show Council’s 
collection and contemporary art

51. Upgrade the Layfi eld Street entry

52. Rebuild all vehicle crossings to the Town Hall to current 
standards

53. Provide pram and disabled crossings to enhance access 
between the two sides of Bank Street near Perrins Street

54. Establish a cohesive precinct character through paving 
treatment consistent with the Town Hall forecourt

55. Carry out further consultation with building users about 
extent of vertical garden

56. Maintain light and ventilation to offi ce space investigate a 
vertical garden to wrap the building form, consider future 
maintenance

57. Establish an attractive backdrop to the Town Hall

58. Carry out a night lighting trial

59. Replace the optical systems within the heritage lamp posts to 
achieve a more even illumination of wall surfaces 


