
Introduction
South Melbourne’s public realm plays 

public realm not only feels safe but 

and open spaces. Consultation also 

inner Melbourne areas such as Cremorne 

presents an opportunity to maximise 
improvements to the public realm and 
open spaces in South Melbourne as the 

A public realm that supports a 
thriving Major Activity Centre 
and Enterprise Precinct

that accelerate outcomes and increase 

place and connections are made. 

all sizes to locate in South Melbourne. 

Melbourne’s industry specialisations such 
as professional services and creative 

to locate in South Melbourne and 

employment opportunities.

Theme 4: Public Spaces and Places
South Melbourne will be a place with a welcoming and creative community that celebrates its diversity and 
shares its stories supported by attractive, vibrant, climate-resilient and people-friendly public spaces

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

The public realm is spaces and places that are open and freely 
accessible to everyone, regardless of their economic or social 
conditions. These spaces can include streets, laneways and 
roads, parks, public plazas, waterways and foreshores.

The Victorian Urban Design Guidelines,                                    
Victorian Government, 2023
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

Strengthening climate 
resilience 
Urban heat island 

as 
a hot spot1

vulnerable to the impacts of the urban 

hard surfaces such as concrete and 

2020 surface temperatures in South 

reduce heat in the area and create a 
comfortable and liveable environment 

need to be planted to provide a shaded 
canopy that cools South Melbourne’s 
streets and provides a comfortable 

Act and Adapt: Sustainable 
2023-28.

1

Phillip

Flood risk

surfaces.

need for public spaces and places 

surfaces and Water Sensitive Urban 

Figure 60 - Surface temperature and air temperature 
in South Melbourne, highlighting the extent of urban 

heat islands exacerbated by climate change (Cooling 
South Melbourne, 2020, p.39).
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

Investigating opportunities 
for public open space
Despite South Melbourne’s proximity to 

2

expansion in the early to mid-20th 

Places for People: Public Space 

Melbourne’s much-loved open space 

open spaces (one in the South Melbourne 
Activity Centre and one in the South 

amenity in local streets and recommends 

open spaces.

Victorian Government on projects such 

2

as part of this site’s redevelopment.

enhance the overall public space 

capitalise on various opportunities for 

Government on multiple projects and 

Streets for people 

foundation for a vibrant and sustainable 

the Major Activity Centre and Enterprise 

opportunity to improve the pedestrian 

streets may also afford opportunities 

transport.

sense of community 
Community consultation emphasises 
that many value South Melbourne’s 

and activation initiatives are vital 

public spaces should prioritise areas for 

create a more vibrant and connected 
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

How will the South 
Melbourne Structure 
Plan support this 
theme?

vision for South Melbourne:
• 

health (Public Spaces and Places 

• 

assets and property (Public Spaces 

• Shape public spaces to support a 
variety of uses and enterprises (Public 

• Reinforce civic pride and sense of 
place (Public Spaces and Places 

under this theme are:
• South Melbourne Public Realm 

• Places for People: Public Space 
2022-32.

• 
& Place Study (

South Melbourne 

Study
recommendations from the South 

2044 Figure 61 - Summary of proposed open space and public 
realm improvements detailed in this theme
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Public Spaces and Places Objective 1: 

Melbourne’s climate response.

Implementing the strategy Greening Port 
Phillip: An urban forest approach 2010

to the property boundary and overhead 

approach 2010 provides an opportunity 
to ensure the most current information 

Protecting and increasing tree canopy, 
increasing urban greenery and 
enhancing and supporting biodiversity

study 

in the public realm and the addition of 

in business and retail precincts that 

• Increase tree canopy
•

and the public realm
•

island effect
•

and fauna
•

• Provide shaded places for people to 

•
Melbourne and retain healthy mature 
trees in streetscapes

•

•

projects such as the Emerald Hill Health 

for pedestrians. Nature strip and street 

 City of Port Phillip 
Nature Strip Guidelines 2022 to support 

Tree planting palette

established that sets out recommended 

• Enhance the streetscape character 

South Melbourne
• Improve resilience to the effects 
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

• Identify suitable replacements for 
current tree species that may no 

• Specify tree species that support 

approach 2010
• 

trees in appropriate locations.

Exploring cooler materials and new 
technologies to cool streets

study 

Phillip analyses different interventions to 
reduce heat in the area.

to support South Melbourne’s ability to 

• 
• Improved local comfort
• 

• 
• Enhanced safety
• Figure X -  X

canopy coverage in South Melbourne (City of Port Phillip, using LEAF).
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Actions

Greening Port Phillip

approach 2010

Tree planting palette

Urban greening and urban biodiversity

•
•
•
•
•
• Marshall Street
• Perrins Street
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protecting healthy mature trees

Increasing tree canopy

Emerald Hill Health and Housing Precinct

Cooling South Melbourne
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

Public Spaces and Places Objective 2: 

for and expectation on the public realm 

South Melbourne.

Continue to integrate water 
management into South Melbourne to 
support a resilient and liveable place

considers the interactions of all elements 

to ensure they are used to support 

economic outcomes.

by: 
• 

inspection teams use robotic 

• 

• 

constructed in streets across the City 

• 

streets and public spaces
• 
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that effectively respond to climate 

property.

stormwater management using Water 
Sensitive Urban Design principles.

and excessive hard surfaces. As South 

f. Marshall Street

WSUD infrastructure should:
•

streetscape improvements
•

South Melbourne

• Use permeable pavement surface 

•
in streets and reserves

•

Upgrades to Dorcas Street Reserve and 
Market Street Reserve that improve water 
management, increase tree canopy 
cover to reduce UHI impacts and improve 
amenity and biodiversity

eastern corner of South Melbourne. It is 

and attractiveness are compromised by 
the busy roads that surround the site – 

precinct via Sturt Street.

its potential for recreational use and 

risk

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

as Melbourne Water and South East 

available from Melbourne Water.  

Existing Dorcas Street Reserve aerial view 
(Nearmap)

Existing Market Street Reserve next to West Gate 
Freeway ramp
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Integrated Water Management 
4.10 the to support 

by:
•

–
–
–
–
– Marshall Street 
– Perrins Street 
–
–

• At Dorcas Street Reserve:
–

Street Reserve.
–

feature for Dorcas Street Reserve.
•

–

–

Actions

•
•
•

• Identify areas currently impacted by runoff.
•

•
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Public Spaces and Places Objective 3: 
Shape public spaces to support a variety of uses and enterprises

Existing open space and new open space
Places for People: Public Space 

municipality’s open spaces. In the study 

South Melbourne Public 
(City Port 

Places for People

provision of open space is therefore a 
priority.

of Melbourne’s CBD.

Opportunities also exist to deliver 
additional open space as part of 
Victorian Government projects such 

space on the corner of Coventry Street 

complementary function to the future 

opportunities to advocate to the Victorian 

Activating laneways to create new 
destinations

for both commercial and residential 

and small streets to complement South 
Melbourne’s major destinations and 

safe pedestrian and vehicular movement 

Art, music and culture 

economic future for the municipality 
and a continued focus on economic 

particular has a specialisation in creative 

Issues Map

Figure 64 - Council’s Places for People: Public Space Strategy 2022-32 
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industries that is important to foster. 
Guided by the Creative and Prosperous 

 and Events 

opportunities for cultural expression 

culture.

build on Council’s declaration of St Kilda 

to identify areas and venues in South 
Melbourne that could form a South 
Melbourne live music precinct.  

Outdoor spaces encouraging people to 
spend time outside
South Melbourne has specialisations in 

Clarendon Street and Coventry Street 

Guidelines March 2023
 and 

Guidelines 2017

footpaths and other public infrastructure.
Figure 65 - Proposed areas for improvements to existing open space and new open space. 
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Actions

Existing open space
4.13 Use and South Melbourne 

New open space and parks

Moray Street to enhance and increase business activity in the Enterprise 
Precinct.

Road.

Street.

Laneways

•
• Yarra Place

• Albert Place 
•
• Wynyard Street
• Waterloo Place
•
• Yarra Street
• Francis Street 
• Union Street
• Hotham Street 
• Northumberland Street
• Craine Street.

South Melbourne live music precinct.

Outdoor dining / street trading
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Public Spaces and Places Objective 4: 
Reinforce civic pride and sense of place

South Melbourne’s public spaces are 

broader initiatives to enhance South 
Melbourne as a destination.

Streetscape management plan for South 
Melbourne 

unify public space character in South 

South Melbourne Public 
states that 

• Unify public space appearance 

furniture.
• 

• 
appropriate footpath zone to avoid 

lines and support their functional use.
• 

other disused structures on the streets.
• 

• Provide accessibility for all users.
• 

projects should contribute to the public 
realm.  
Streetscape upgrades

 as an Activity Street. 

Protect and interpret Aboriginal cultural 
values and heritage in the design of 
South Melbourne.

traditional custodians have been 

Figure 66 - Proposed streetscape upgrades

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

Melbourne.
Celebrating South Melbourne’s civic 
heart

Emerald Hill Master Plan 2012 
prepared by the City of Port Phillip (not 

process led by Homes Victoria for the 

revitalise the underutilised areas around 

an opportunity to refresh the Emerald Hill 
Master Plan 2012
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as the cultural and civic heart of South 

•

Reserve to become a more attractive 
destination that facilitates social 
connection.

•
the establishment of a cultural and 

creative industries.
•

hub around Emerald Hill.
•

police station in Dorcas Street 

opportunities for the adaptive reuse of 

•

contribute to cultural and public life.
•

• Explore opportunities to create a 

model for the area.
•

spaces.
 Emerald Hill 

Master Plan 2012
public realm can support the provision 

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

Supporting the South Melbourne Market’s 
vibrancy

venue for everyone to enjoy and 
provide a prosperous environment for 

are opportunities to create a more 
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Emerald Hill Health and Housing precinct

plan to revitalise the Emerald Hill Court 

and end-of-trip facilities for bicycles and 
other micro-mobility devices such as 
e-scooters.

Opportunities to improve the layout and 
interface to meet future community 

accessible to the community. Council’s 

Figure 67 - Emerald Hill housing precinct masterplan area 
(Source: Homes Victoria)

Figure 68 - Location of Westgate Freeway 
Undercroft spaces

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

West Gate Freeway undercroft spaces

the area. Given the undercroft areas 

are opportunities to advocate to the 

presentation and use of the undercroft .
Advocacy can focus on:
•

to create a safer and more pleasant 

•

•
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Actions

Streetscape management plan

Protecting and interpreting Aboriginal cultural values

Emerald Hill Master Plan Refresh for South Melbourne Town 
Hall and surrounds

Emerald Hill Masterplan 2012 to:
• Identify the actions implemented from the 2012 master plan.
•

•
vibrant public space.

•
•

•

•

Pedestrian priority streetscape upgrades

•
•

South Melbourne Market public realm
4.30 Support the delivery of public realm improvements to the interface 
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Actions

Emerald Hill Health and Housing precinct (Emerald Hill 
Court Estate)

advocate to:
•

and Health Precinct.
•

and support community needs.
•

mobility devices such as e-scooters.
•

urban heat island effect.

future community needs.

West Gate Freeway undercroft spaces:

• Improve safety and accessibility 
•
• Identify opportunities for activation
•

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework 127


