
Introduction
last 20 years as a centre for Melbourne’s 

Melbourne’s contribution to the local and 

retention of commercial and industrial 

it as both a Major Activity Centre and 

Economic and Land Use Study (Urban 

that South Melbourne’s economic 
success has been partly driven by:
• 

land in the Commercial 2 Zone
• 

• 
 –

 – Public transport

 –
• 

• 
vibrant retail and hospitality scene

• 

South Melbourne combines this 

use mix and economic landscape of the 

areas.

Theme 1: Activities and Uses
A place for living, experiencing, creating and innovating
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

South Melbourne’s land use 
context

population of South Melbourne and its 

Port Phillip Spatial Economic and 

the substantial population increase 

Within this context South Melbourne 
has an important role to play in 

proximity to the Fishermans Bend 
National Employment and Innovation 

Structure Plan.

the subject of major public transport 

presents opportunities for business 

attraction of South Melbourne to business 
is demonstrated by more than half of 

dedicated employment only zone.

Figure 8 - South Melbourne’s spatial context within the City of Port Phillip 
(Port Phillip Spatial Economic and Employment Framework 2023)
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How will the South Melbourne 
Structure Plan support this 
theme?

• 

• Protect a critical mass of employment 

Precinct (Activities and Uses Objective 

• 
Melbourne’s economic specialisations 

• 

• 

medium businesses (Activities and 

• Capitalise on the popularity of the 

• 

focused community (Activities and 

• Community infrastructure to enhance 
social connection (Activities and Uses 

under this theme are:
• For Activities and Uses Objectives 1 to 

Economic and Land Use Study (Urban 

Port Phillip Spatial Employment and 

• 
Places to Live: Port Phillip 

• 

2023-26 and Library Action Plan 2021 to 
2026.

Figure 9 - South Melbourne’s Activity Centre, Enterprise Precinct and key civic hubs
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Activities and Uses Objective 1: 

Providing detailed planning 
policy to guide decision 
making

place based local policy for South 

Scheme that provides updated direction 

Major Activity Centre and Enterprise 

South Melbourne’s role as a Major Activity 

controls is in 

Protecting South Melbourne’s 
heritage

encompasses that of the traditional 

component of South Melbourne’s identity 

honour and celebrate South Melbourne’s 

continue to protect and enhance South 

the
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Figure 10 -  Places recommended to be included in the Heritage Overlay
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Figure 11 - South Melbourne’s Enterprise Precinct with 
City Road triangle rezoned to Commercial 2 Zone

Improving recognition of 
‘enterprise precincts’ in local 
planning policy

provides opportunities to better 

Precinct in local policy. State policy at 
Clause 17.01 Employment (Clause 17.01-2S 

of enterprise precincts to create 
opportunities for innovation and the 

economy - Metropolitan Melbourne - 

Cremorne and South Melbourne for 
creative industries.

in the Melbourne Industrial and 
Commercial Land Use Plan (Victorian 

land for businesses to establish and 
for the development of ideas that drive 

South Melbourne 

Study
and Port Phillip Spatial Employment 

the contribution of South Melbourne’s 
Enterprise Precinct to the City’s and 
broader metropolitan economy. 

Melbourne’s Enterprise Precinct can 
drive innovation and provide varied 
employment opportunities for many 
years to come. 

Retaining the Commercial 
2 Zone in South Melbourne’s 
Enterprise Precinct
South Melbourne’s Commercial 2 Zone 

anchored by its specialisations in 
creative industries and professionals 

enterprise precinct’s future employment 

industries to establish in South Melbourne 
and contribute to its vitality.

outcomes for this area.

to apply an Environmental Audit Overlay 

sensitive uses such as child care centres. 
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residential development and other 

Use.

the South Melbourne Major 
Activity Centre

expansion of these services into activity 

centres are ideally placed to provide for 

Plan Melbourne 2017-2050: Metropolitan 

Melbourne as a Major Activity Centre. 

Activity Centres as places that provide 

and social interaction.

 South Melbourne Activity Centre 
Boundary Report 
recommends some additions to the 
South Melbourne Major Activity Centre. 

activity centres 

the land uses that support its function as 
a Major Activity Centre.

Residential precincts

rise houses often interspersed by 

developments. Most of these areas are 

some sites are in the General Residential 

Figure 12 - Proposed South Melbourne Activity Centre Boundary 
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South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

Address Current Zone Recommended Zone

South Melbourne
Commercial 2 Zone

Commercial 1 Zone

(former South Melbourne Butter Zone – Schedule 2
Commercial 1 Zone

Melbourne
Residential Zone Schedule 2

Commercial 1 Zone

Melbourne
part Commercial 2 Zone

Commercial 1 Zone

1
4

3

2

1 2 3 4

1

2

3

4

of the residential areas are respected 

Fixing zoning anomalies 

South Melbourne’s activity centre. Further 

Anomalies Report

both South Melbourne’s Activity Centre 

opportunities that contribute to South 
Melbourne’s economic specialisations 
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Figure 15 - Proposed zoning framework for South Melbourne
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Planning Scheme Amendment - Policy

Melbourne Structure Plan to:
• 

amenity Major Activity Centre and Enterprise Precinct.
• 

access and movement and the public realm.
• 

in the Major Activity Centre and position the Enterprise Precinct as the 

cater for diverse businesses.
1.2 Ensure built form controls for South Melbourne differentiate the area from 

1.4 Use the South Melbourne Structure Plan: Activity Centre Boundary Report 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Archdiocese of Australia at 221-229 Dorcas Street and Apple Blossoms Early 

• 
factory

• 

• 

• 
already in the Commercial 1 Zone 

• 

Planning Scheme Amendment - Rezoning

addresses:
• 

• 

• 
• 

Melbourne
1.6 Rezone land currently in the Industrial 1 Zone to the Commercial 2 Zone and 

and evolution as part of the broader South Melbourne Enterprise Precinct. 
1.7 Retain the Commercial 2 Zone in the South Melbourne Enterprise Precinct.

Actions
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Actions

Planning Scheme Amendment – Heritage gaps
1.9 Implement the 

• 

• 

• 

 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 – Warehouse 167-173 Coventry Street
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework 36



Activities and Uses Objective 2: 

Policy to support South 
Melbourne’s economic 

Economic and Land Use Study (Urban 

South Melbourne: 
1. Creative industries  

more. Victoria’s creative industries 

micro businesses and sole 

creative ecosystem that extends from 

2.  
– activities that relate to real estate 

administrative related services.
3. 

services – activities that relate to 

hospitality and personal services 

these industries in terms of productivity 
and value-add to the local economy.

and development outcomes that ensure 
South Melbourne remains attractive 
to these businesses. Such outcomes 
include:
• 

character
• 

• 

Way.

also cater for demand for retail and 

projections need to be monitored and 
may vary over time.

Provide the infrastructure 

South Melbourne’s economic 
specialisations 

1  is one of nine 

Precincts (

Opportunities may also exist to embed 

data to be collated and used to inform 

and processes. 
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Supporting business 

linking local workers with 
local jobs and exploring 
opportunities to expand the 
night time economy   

include the City of Port Phillip’s Business 

Phillip Business Advisory Group and other 

2  

in the South Melbourne Structure Plan 

2023-2026 to develop an investment 

Melbourne’s attractiveness to businesses.  

density of live music venues3

 
2

Melbourne.
3 CoPP Live Music Action Plan 2021-24 

as a live music precinct similar to St 
Kilda4.

by South Melbourne residents are 

support South Melbourne’s economic 

secondary school and tertiary students    

Fishermans Bend campus to be delivered 
in the City of Melbourne.

the State Government for investment 

4 St Kilda Live Music Precinct Policy June 2023

Data collection and 
monitoring to drive ongoing 
investment in South 
Melbourne

Melbourne offer important alternatives 
to the Melbourne’s CBD that function 

 

and Land Use Stud
Port Phillip Spatial 

and are attracted to businesses in non-

to this trend.
As South Melbourne’s popularity as a 

South Melbourne Structure Plan Vision and Framework

crucial to collect accurate and detailed 

business activity in South Melbourne and 

to establish a municipal Census of 
Land Use and Employment similar 

Melbourne to collect data and build a 

comprehensive information about land 

South Melbourne is an attractive location 
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Planning Scheme Amendment - Policy

Melbourne provide opportunities to:
• 

• 

• 

• Support non-food retailers to respond to online and other competition.
• 

• 

• Protect and advance South Melbourne as a creative industries cluster.

Digital infrastructure

South Melbourne.

Support business establishment and growth

prosperity by:
• 

2023-2026
Melbourne.

• 

• 

businesses and drive investment in South Melbourne.
• 

to:
 –

 – Support recovery efforts for local traders hit hard by the COVID-19 
pandemic

 –
• 

South Melbourne Structure Plan.

and destination development.

music precinct. 

Linking local workers with local jobs

closer to their homes by:
• 

local businesses.
• 

• 
is in the Commercial 2 Zone.

Actions
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Collect accurate and detailed data to effectively monitor 
and review business activity in South Melbourne and 
encourage ongoing investment

information such as: 
• Industry structure and type (ANZSIC code and number of establishments 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

and rents.

Actions
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Activities and Uses Objective 3: 

Encouraging and supporting 
investment in South 
Melbourne’s economy

provide heavy rail public transport to 
the South Melbourne and St Kilda Road 

the south-eastern suburbs.   Associated 

Melbourne.

from Anzac Station to South Melbourne’s 

be crucial.

improve public transport access to the 

metres by 2040 .

presented in the South Melbourne 
Structure Plan and implemented in 

Melbourne remains a premiere location 

Enterprise Precinct and activity centre.

Domain precinct. Adopted by Council on 
Domain Precinct 

Public Realm Masterplan

Domain precinct.  
Figure 16 - ANZAC Station location and proximity to study area 
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Planning Scheme Amendment - Policy

transport.

investment in South Melbourne and support its evolution as a Major Activity 
Centre and Enterprise Precinct.

Domain Precinct Public Realm Masterplan
Domain Precinct Public Realm Masterplan (adopted by 

Domain Precinct. 

Actions
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Activities and Uses Objective 4: 

Retaining and creating 
affordable workspaces

affordable spaces for business such as 

premises reduce. For some creative and 

threat to the retention of micro and small 

business cycle could limit local ideas 
creation and business and productivity 

remains accessible and affordable for 

2 Zone in South Melbourne’s enterprise 

and medium businesses.

to support local initiatives such as 

State policy can help retain affordable 

Supporting coworking spaces

many small and start-up businesses. 

South Melbourne to minimise rent costs. 

spaces feature shared facilities such as 

for social interaction that can drive 
innovation.

Planning Scheme Amendment - Policy

Melbourne.

Advocacy to support affordability

and innovation industries necessary for the desired economic activity.

Actions
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Activities and Uses Objective 5: 
Capitalise on the popularity of the South Melbourne Market to create a 

South Melbourne Market – a 
treasured landmark now and 
into the future

visitation of at least 4 million people the 

the amenity and vibrancy of the Structure 

developments have been constructed or 

policies to preserve solar access to the 

South Melbourne Major Activity Centre. 

Planning Scheme Amendment - Policy

realm.

South Melbourne Market – other actions

Actions
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Activities and Uses Objective 6: 

Supporting sustainable 
housing growth and change 

expected to move to the City of Port Phillip 

Places to Live: Port Phillip 
 is one of the main 

Places to 
Live

include: 
• Resilient Housing: 

• Diverse Housing: 

affordability that accommodate 

• Inspiring Housing: 

that contributes positively to the street 

• Evolving Housing: 

current and future communities. 

supports the development of Places for 
People

economy and opportunities to provides 
for employment and innovation. 

Housing to support an 
evolving neighbourhood

an important contribution to South 

moderate-income households. 
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Emerald Hill Court and 
Housing precinct

plan to revitalise the Emerald Hill Court 

outcomes for Emerald Hill residents and 
the broader South Melbourne community 

• Future development of social and 
affordable homes for more Victorians

• 

• 

Opportunities to improve the layout and 
interface to meet future community 

opportunities for the City to collaborate 

possible outcome for the community.

provide tailored health services to meet 
the community’s needs.
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Park Towers

Homes Victoria proposes to retire and 

facilities to enrich communities.

Opportunities 

in October 2022 to provide parameters 

an area of approximately 1.48 hectares 

Urban structure

Public open space

Places for 
 

diversity of unstructured recreational 

of the site area.
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Built form 

redevelopment. An initial assessment 
indicates that: 
• 

of the site
• 

scale of development
• 

Street
• 

15 to 18 metres could be achieved 

• Development up to 8 storeys (26.4 

• 

• 

• 

be utilised or an alternative entrance 

to other areas of the site to ensure 
there is no net loss of open space. If the 

assessment indicates that: 
• Any built form should be located to the 

the northern portion of the open space
• 

residential and four storeys of 

• Any development should provide 

surveillance to the open space
• Opportunities to increase activation to 
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Planning Scheme Amendment - Policy

• 

• 

Places to Live: Port Phillip Housing Strategy (forthcoming)
 Places to Live: 

.

Social and affordable housing

• 

• 

• 

• 
Places to Live: 

Actions
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Activities and Uses Objective 7: 
Community infrastructure to enhance social connection.

Community infrastructure 
supporting South Melbourne 
Community infrastructure refers to 

people and the community. It includes 

travel too far to access services or 

a variety of community infrastructure 

Dorcas Street and the South Melbourne 

contain spaces that can be reserved for 
community use. 

to activate public spaces can contribute 
to South Melbourne’s arts and cultural 

local creatives. 
and Places 
Emerald Hill Master Plan 2012 prepared by 
the City of Port Phillip (not to be confused 

by Homes Victoria for the Emerald Hill 

of the Emerald Hill Master Plan 2012

Police Station should the construction 

Centre can more prominently contribute 

community events space.

uses.

for the increased population and 

can also consider the location of facilities 
such as child care centres to ensure they 

and delivery of community infrastructure 

2023-2  Library Action Plan 2021 

Community infrastructure supporting South Melbourne

provision of community infrastructure.

locations that minimise travel time.

1.37  Use the 

1.38 Advocate to the State Government on behalf of the community for the best 

Actions

to 2026 and future versions of these 

community infrastructure and services 

scene.
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