Factsheet - Draft Neighbourhood
Character Statements

PLEASE NOTE: This factsheet is prepared for the
purposes of consultation on the draft City of

Port Phillip Housing Strategy. The Statements are
subject to changes based on feedback from public
consultation and council endorsement.

This factsheet outlines the preferred future
neighbourhood character statements
(statements) for six character areas.

The statements are developed, based

on desktop analysis, street survey, and
importantly community input to guide future
development.The statements aim to reflect
the valued features and characteristics of
an area but also be ‘forward-looking’ to
ensure contemporary housing needs are
being met.

Map 1on page 2 indicates at a high level
where the statement applies. You can

also look up your property or any place

of interest and find out if it falls within an
identified character area by using the map

on this page.
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https://haveyoursay.portphillip.vic.gov.au/draft-housing-strategy




Draft Neighbourhood Character Statements

INLAND SOUTH

Elwood and southern St Kilda form a green and
leafy character area that is driven by high-
quality landscaping, low and visually permeable
fence lines, as well as mature street trees and
vegetated verges within the public realm.

The lush nature of the area is enhanced by
mature canopy trees within private lots and
generous gardens with a variety of shrubs,
grasses and groundcovers, which tie into
surrounding natural elements such as the
Elsternwick Creek and Yalukit Willaom Nature
Reserve, St Kilda Botanical Gardens and the
coastline.

Development in the area will be a mix of
architectural styles and typologies, including
single dwellings, townhouses, and apartments.
The variation in styles and typologies will be
united by a careful material palette to help
create cohesive streetscapes. The dark red bricks
and terracotta tiles of Californian bungalows,
timber detailing of Victorian cottages, cream
brick of post-war apartment blocks and rendered
stairways and arches of Spanish Mission and Art
Deco apartments are all valued existing elements
that will inspire contemporary responses in highly
sustainable built form outcomes.

Car access will be prioritised from rear laneways
wherever possible, and where access is off a
primary street, vehicle storage will be positioned
behind the building line to minimise visual impact
and accentuate the visibility of landscaping.
Landscaping buffers between constructed
driveways and side boundaries will minimise the
visual impact of parallel driveways and protect
the desirable spacious and green nature of the
neighbourhood.

COASTAL SOUTH

Coastal Elwood & St Kilda are highly landscaped
with unique references to the coastal proximity
through durable and light material palette

and native coastal plant species. High-quality
landscaping, low fence lines and vegetated
verges within the public realm will enhance the
sun-kissed and airy character of the area.

Development in the area will be a mix of
architectural styles and typologies, including
single dwellings, townhouses, and apartments.
Mature, valued vegetation will be protected

and retained where possible, and a landscape
character reflective of the local context will
incorporate indigenous coastal plants, supporting
a connection to and sense of place. Low-lying
coastal scrub vegetation will encourage visual
permeability throughout the neighbourhood and
give a powerful visual identity to the areq, tying it
to its valued coastline.

Along with landscaping character, the
architecture of the neighbourhood will subtly
reference connection to the coast through a
robust, natural, light, and textural material palette.
Low fences and landscaped front, rear and

side boundaries will support public and private
interaction, creating safe and comfortable
streets.

Dwelling facades will consider the threat of
flood domage and finished ground floor levels
will be raised to reduce the impact of potential
inundation in the future. Secondary frontages
along waterways and/or oriented towards the
coast will feature windows and balconies to
reinforce important views and connection to
streets and waterways. Landscape on walls and
rooftops will be encouraged, supporting a strong
and connected landscape integrated into the
built form.



EVOLVING SUBURBAN

An eclectic area with a community focus, built
form varies from smaller single dwellings to
townhouses and apartments supporting a self-
sufficient inner-suburban neighbourhood that
thrives with local activity and dwelling diversity.

Architectural style and materiality is diverse but
consistent in its delivery of robust and high-
quality outcomes that build upon the existing
flat front facades, orthogonal building massing,
and common use of brick. Large, deep lots with
medium side and front setbacks will ensure a
coarse-grained spacious and calm feel as the
area develops.

Upper levels of buildings are designed to provide
diversity in the skyline, avoiding a monotonous,
single-height roofline, providing both visual
interest and allowing for air and natural light to
penetrate through the streetscape.

Safe and engaging streets are created through
the delivery of human-scaled and diverse
dwellings oriented towards the street with
visible entrances, articulated front facades

and interaction with the street from verandahs,
balconies, and other habitable spaces.

Enhanced landscaping and canopy coverage
in the private and public realms creates green
streetscapes and reduces urban heat. Canopy
trees dominate the streetscape and valued
mature vegetation is prominent. Vehicle cross-
overs are minimised and where possible
provided from rear laneways, promoting safe
pedestrian pathways. Low and permeable
front fences, that may incorporate planting,
enhance the green image of this inner-suburban
neighbourhood.

FINE-GRAINED INNER-EAST

This low-lying, tightly packed pocket is an
intimate, human-scaled character area. Fine-
grained streets of narrow lots with attached
single-storey weatherboard workers cottages
inform a feeling of enclosure that is reinforced
by narrower streets, small building setbacks,
thin footpaths, street verges and smaller public
landscaping. The large cobblestone gutters
further reduce the visible street width and give
this area a ‘back-street’ laneway feeling that
enhances its quiet and approachable character.

Future development will allow light and visual
access to the street, permitting with verandahs
and front porch social spaces encouraging
interaction between dwellings & creating a
welcoming, safe neighbourhood with evident
passive surveillance.

Permeable and low front fencing will ensure
dwellings engage with the streetscape and
encourage interaction between neighbours
to further emphasise the human scale of this
character area.

This area will have high site coverage due to the
narrow, short lot sizes and lack of front or side
setbacks. As such, roof gardens, green walls

and planting along fence lines will be crucial to
provide biodiversity, habitat and connection to
nature whilst also reducing the urban heat island
of this tightly packed inner-suburb pockets.



DIVERSE INNER - URBAN

With remarkable variation in building form,

era and scale, this area offers an inner urban
character with the potential for excellent diversity
and flexibility in its built form. With a distinctive
array of rooflines, fagade arrangements,

street orientations and material choices,

this neighbourhood showcases adaptable,
innovative and environmentally sensitive design.
The prevalent material palette leans towards
modernity, incorporating elements such as steel
structures, aluminium framing, timber, exposed
concrete, and pockets of brickwork.

Side setbacks are generally small or non-existent,
while front setbacks differ creating variation
within the character area allowing for flexible
new development. With the aread’s proximity to

— and views of — the Melbourne CBD presents

a strategic location for future growth in areas
identified for moderate and substantial housing
growth. The neighbourhood is dynamic and

lively, celebrating its artistic and creative heritage
through distinctive, adaptable, and forward-
looking architecture.

Landscape will be interwoven with the
architecture through fence line planter boxes,
balcony, rooftop and wall gardens with canopy
trees providing essential shade. These planting
elements soften the built form of the area

and ensure there is a biodiversity connection
between the coast, Albert Park Lake, and the
leafy inner suburbs further east. Permeable
fences improve visual access onto front gardens
enhancing the feeling of safety through passive
surveillance.

ADAPTIVE PORT

This area will combine high-density, adaptable
development with a consistent building mass,
profile, and materiality. The built form will feature
orthogonal dwellings with flat facades that
often extend to the front boundary, creating a
noticeable street wall uniformity. Side setbacks
will be consistent and small or non-existent,
which fosters a cohesive rhythm along the
streetscape.

The essence of the neighbourhood's character
lies in its industrial heritage combined with
modern coastal living. New development will

be innovative and flexible, responding to each
unigque site.

Despite the built form diversity, a commonality
will be formed by small to hon-existent setbacks,
robust street walls, engaging rooflines and

a unigue semi-industrial material palette. A
visual identity is formed by referencing building
profile, materiality, scale and rhythm of the
area’s working class architectural typologies;
warehouses, bank houses, cottages, and
wrought-iron terraces.

Development will embrace best-practice
environmentally sensitive design and incorporate
planting into fences and facades. Landscaping
on shared and private rooftop gardens will be
visible across the roofline.

With high-density living anticipated, addressing
challenges such as limited private greenspace,
high impermeable surfaces and climate
change-induced weather extremes is crucial
and may require interventions in the public
realm. Flood risk will also be factored into the
construction and materiality of building facades,
and raised finished ground floor levels will reduce
the risk of damage from inundation. Increased
landscaping and Water Sensitive Urban

Design (WSUD) initiatives such as rain gardens,
particularly featuring native coastal vegetation,
will be an important part of achieving this
neighbourhood’s resilient future character and
visual identity.

Contact Us

Have questions or want to learn more? Contact
us below:

Name: Strategic Planning
Phone: (03) 9209 6777 (ASSIST)

Email: housingstrategy@portphillip.vic.gov.au



